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Akron’s premiere black tie-event encourages attendees to wear their hearts on their sleeves
Akron, OH – The Greater Akron black-tie affair of the season is right around the corner. On February 12th, the American Heart Association’s 2011 Heart Ball will treat guests to an evening of elegance while raising money to combat America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers – heart disease and stroke.  

The 2011 Heart Ball, begins 6 p.m. at Quaker Station. The event will include a wonderful dinner, exciting live and silent auctions and entertaining music.  In addition the American Heart Association will present three deserving honorees, who have contributed to the advancement of research and medicine where cardiovascular events and strokes are concerned, with the Heart Champions Award. 
The American Heart Association will honor three local physicians who have impacted the community by supporting the organization’s mission. The distinguished honorees to receive the 2011 Heart Champions Award are Suzanne Hughes, RN, MSN, with Summa Health System; Dr. Joseph P. Kennedy, with The University of Akron; and Dr. Dennis J. Wright of Summit Vascular Specialists at Akron General.   
The 201  co-chairs for the Heart Ball are President of SummaCare, Inc. Marty Hauser and his wife Beth.  Sterling Jewelers Inc. is the Presenting Sponsor and Summa Health System is the Premier Sponsor for this year’s event. Funds raised from the American Heart Association’s 2011 Heart Ball will go toward pediatric heart research. For ticket information and details about sponsorship opportunities, please call the American Heart Association at 330-664-1903 or log onto www.heart.org/akronohheartball. Seating is limited. 

The American Heart Association was founded in 1924, and is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health organization dedicated to building healthier lives, free of heart disease and stroke.  To help prevent, treat and defeat these diseases — America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers — the American Heart Association funds cutting-edge research, conducts lifesaving public and professional educational programs, and advocates to protect public health.  To learn more or to join in The American Heart Association’s mission, please call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit www.heart.org. 
